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Homecoming vandalism assessed
THE STENTOR
Top left, feces smeared on the second-ﬂ oor Deerpath Hall women’s bathroom divider. Top right, a trashed third ﬂ oor corridor in Nollen 
Hall. Bottom left, a destroyed light ﬁ xture in Nollen. Background, vomit found on the ﬂ oor of a Deerpath Hall women’s bathroom. 
Photos by Christine Arnold and Justin Tardiff
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The Lake Forest College 
campus sustained less damage 
than usual over the Homecoming 
weekend; nonetheless, many 
repairs need to be made. Most 
damage was concentrated in 
Nollen Hall and a few other 
South Campus spots.
In an email sent to Nollen 
residents, Nollen Residence 
Director Sharonda Pugh said that 
“there was some damage done to 
the 1st-3rd ﬂ oors.  White boards, 
bathrooms, light globes and exit 
signs were vandalized, tampered 
with or destroyed.”
Director of Facilities 
Management Dave Siebert 
concurred with the damage report, 
but added that the expense will 
be greater than merely replacing 
the lights.
“They don’t make that 
particular type of illumination 
bulb anymore,” said Siebert, “so 
we have to replace the whole set-
up.”
Additional damaged sustained 
over the weekend included a 
window smashed out at the Ice 
Rink and a car vandalized in the 
North Campus faculty and staff 
parking lot.
In all, there were nine property 
crimes and acts of vandalism 
recorded for the period of October 
3rd through 6th.
“We’re bringing many of those 
cases to a close,” said Director of 
Public Safety Rick Cohen.
“The perpetrators need to 
be evaluated by their peers. I 
am disappointed in the acts of 
vandalism and property damage- 
I don’t think there’s ever an 
excuse.”
Besides the damage, FacMan 
had to deal with a number 
of other issues. Nearly every 
outdoor trash can on campus had 
been knocked over, and Public 
Safety ofﬁ cers and random good 
Samaritans picked them up 
through the night.Additionally, 
custodial staff spent a good deal 
of time cleaning up improperly 
discarded cans and bottles at the 
tailgating area. 
“What people didn’t see were 
the employees picking up cans 
and sweeping up the parking lot,” 
said Cohen. 
“I felt sorry for them.”
The tailgating area itself was 
relatively calm, and in Cohen’s 
words, represented “controlled 
chaos.” This was the ﬁ rst year 
that those wishing to drink at the 
tailgate had to wear wristbands 
identifying them as legal 
drinkers; Public Safety estimates 
that they handed out around 750 
wristbands.
While Nollen Hall was the 
site of many of the hygienic 
issues (partially due to the fact 
that it played host to a number 
of visitors on Saturday), other 
dorms also ran into problems.
In just one Deerpath Hall 
women’s bathroom, Stentor
staffers found vomit on the ﬂ oor 
and smeared feces on one of the 
walls.
“This is rare, but not unusual,” 
said Siebert in reference to the 
ﬁ nd. “It’s an unfortunate part of 
college life.”
“It’s ironic that students 
approved an honor code,” said 
Dean of Students Beth Tyler.
“How trashing the campus 
jives with that statement- where 
do they think we get that money? 
I resent that the irresponsible 
minority has such an impact on 
the majority of students who do 
care.”
Besides the numerous property 
damage violations, 5 conduct 
cases and 14 drinking-related 
offenses were reported for the 
same four-day period.
 The liquor law violations 
do not represent the number of 
students involved, however, as 
many of the violations involved 
multiple students, according to 
Cohen.
“I feel that we struck a good 
balance between people having 
fun and enforcing policy and 
procedure,” said Cohen. “By 
and large, the student body had a 
good time and I thought it went 
well.”
Siebert agreed, saying that, 
“The tenor of the college is 
upbeat. There are a lot more 
rightly-spirited people. On the 
whole, over my 18 years here, 
I’ve seen a steady decline in acts 
of vandalism.”
KATHERINE LYMN
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR
news2@lakeforest.edu
Dinesh D’Souza, a policy 
analyst and successful 
conservative author, addressed 
Lake Forest students and 
townspeople Tuesday evening 
at the Lily Reid Holt Memorial 
Chapel to outline his theory that 
America needs to offer Muslims 
in Iraq a third option outside of 
tyranny: Muslim democracy.
Today, an “ordinary Muslim” 
sees two possible governments: 
an Islamic tyranny and a secular 
tyranny, explained D’Souza. 
To altogether avoid tyranny, 
America’s biggest enemy in the 
war, D’Souza said America needs 
to offer Muslim Democracy. 
Many argue that one cannot 
“impose democracy at the point 
of a bayonet.”  But D’Souza 
calls to mind that America did 
just this in Japan and Germany, 
where it was successful, he said. 
America also needs to “drive 
a wedge” between traditional 
Muslims and the radicals to “dry 
up recruitment” and stop the 
growing problem at its source, 
said D’Souza.
D’Souza, who foretold that 
his speech would be a “fresh 
context” of the war, also looked 
at the faults in each party’s views 
on the war.  According to the 
majority of liberals, he said, the 
roots of the Muslim rage and the 
cause of the war are America’s 
JUSTIN TARDIFF
NEWS EDITOR
news@lakeforest.edu
Editor’s note: This is the second 
story in a two-part series about 
Lake Forest College’s struggling 
retention rate.
With freshman retention at a 
recent low of 75 percent, Lake 
Forest College is not turning a 
blind eye to the issue.
Two years ago, the College 
created the Retention Planning 
Team, compiling a group of 
senior staff members to evaluate 
the school’s lower-than-desired 
retention rate. While the 
committee spent the ﬁ rst year 
analyzing data, last year was spent 
developing solutions, explained 
Associate Vice President of 
Budget Planning and Controller 
Lori Sundberg, who also serves 
as the team’s convener.
Quickly, the committee 
learned that students with higher 
GPAs are retained at a much 
higher rate.
“The difference was 
dramatic,” said Associate Dean 
of the Faculty, Director of the 
Learning and Teaching Center, 
and Professor of Mathematics 
DeJuran Richardson. Of students 
with a Lake Forest College GPA 
between 3.5 and 4.0, 11 percent 
of students chose to 
transfer. Of students with 
a GPA of 2.3 or below, 56 
percent chose to transfer.
“We were motivated 
by these numbers, and 
knew it was something 
we wanted to address,” 
said Richardson. Three 
large components have 
been put into place – the 
Academic Resource 
Center, led by Teryn 
Robinson, creates a 
study space for students 
with accessible writing, 
math, and science 
tutors to allow for “one 
stop shopping for the 
assistance [students] 
need,” he continued.
R e i n f o r c e m e n t 
of the Early Action 
Support Team (EAST) 
also took place, which 
acts as a “triage-like” 
troubleshooting group that 
refers students to academic tools 
available on campus.
Lastly, “Class X,” a new 
course offering support 
in Language Arts and 
mathematics, was created 
and designed around input from 
students.
At the end of last year, the 
committee placed more emphasis 
on community building. Much of 
the philosophy connected to one 
of Beloit College Vice President 
of Student Affairs Bill Flanagan’s 
six factors that encourage 
students to transfer, being 
social integration and 
helping ﬁ rst-year students 
better ﬁ nd their place.
“There is the desire 
to build a stronger 
community with events 
that reach everyone, like 
Homecoming,” explained 
Richardson. “Everyone 
loved the Day of Service, 
so we brought it back. 
Student Symposium is 
a prime example. By 
reinforcing these events, we 
are showing students that 
their ideas are supported. 
Community building is a 
two-way street; students 
are the most important 
constituency on campus, 
and getting students to take 
ownership of the campus is 
important.”
Richardson is not under 
the impression that the 
high retention of smart 
students reﬂ ects poorly 
on the school’s ability to teach. 
“I wouldn’t say that at all. For 
some students, their background 
is not as strong. Social pressures 
can intervene, and a student’s 
motivation level might not be 
where it needs to be.”
EAST aims to address many of 
these issues for students. “Grades 
may have brought them to our 
attention, but we can provide the 
umbrella,” said Richardson. “But 
[poor teaching] is just not the 
case.”
To collect data, the school has 
requested exit interviews from all 
students “we can get a hold of,” 
according to Sundberg. “When 
people leave, not all are willing 
to say why – some people don’t 
know why – but what is available 
is compiled and reviewed at the 
committee level.”
EAST also evaluates students 
considering transferring, 
explained Richardson, and Dean 
of Students Beth Tyler serves as 
the ﬁ nal arbiter, who conducts a 
personal interview with students.
“What I tend to do is get a sense 
of what the issues are, and ensure 
that we know what issues that 
Forms courtesy Beth Tyler 
Students who are considering transferring from Lake Forest College complete the 
above forms in order to withdraw from the institution.
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D’Souza: Democracy critical to 
ending war in Middle East
continued from front page
Retention: satisﬁ ed 
students share 
their experiences
long history of ﬁ ghting Muslim 
interest.  But historically this claim is 
“ﬂ at-out false,” he said.  He proceeded 
to name numerous occasions on which 
America supported Islam, including 
during the presidencies of George H. W. 
Bush and Bill Clinton.
     In providing a conservative view of 
the war’s causes, D’Souza listed three 
common reasons republicans 
give: The radical Muslims’ 
oppositions to science, 
capitalism, and democracy. 
But, he said, there is evidence 
to refute each of these as 
explanations for the Muslims’ 
rage.  Bin Laden, as well as 
many other Muslims that have 
plotted attacks against America, 
was a trained scientist, so how 
would all Muslims be against the 
idea of learning science?  As for 
capitalism, D’Souza referred to 
the origin of Islam, the prophet 
Mohammed, and his work as a 
merchant.  D’Souza used simple 
math to show why Muslims are 
logically against democracy: 
“They basically ﬁ gured out 
that if they have free elections, 
they might win.”  Democracy 
“can be the transmission belt 
to bring us to power,” D’Souza 
added, suggesting the views of a 
Muslim.
     D’Souza went on to address 
what he theorizes as the cause of 
a huge aspect of the war: 9/11. 
For ﬁ fty years before their reign, 
radical Muslims were “bums:” 
they stood outside mosques, 
handing out ﬂ yers, sharing their 
beliefs through shouting, and 
were ignored by the general public.
“They had no power,” he said.  A 
leader of the radicals at that time realized 
that to have true power, they needed 
to take control of one of the four big 
countries on the Middle East: Iraq, Iran, 
Egypt, and Saudi Arabia. The radicals 
chose Iran.
    The president during this time, Jimmy 
Carter, wanted an appearance of a 
human rights advocate, so he began to 
withdraw support from Iran to keep up 
his reputation, which D’Souza called 
one of the “huge blunders of American 
foreign policy.”  He philosophized: “In 
trying to get rid of the bad guy, try and 
make sure you don’t get the worst guy.”
     At this time, bin Laden thought of 
America as a weak, all-talk-no-action 
nation—a “paper tiger.”  What millions 
of Americans saw as tragedies during 
the early 1990s to early 2000s were 
actually the radicals’ tests of American 
response to attacks, to test bin Laden’s 
theory.  “The ineffectiveness of our 
response conﬁ rmed radical Muslims in 
their suspicion” that America was weak, 
D’Souza said.  These poor responses led 
to the catastrophic 9/11 attacks.
    D’Souza spoke on campus as a part 
of the Gates Center for Leadership and 
Growth Leadership Series, a series 
kicked off last year that is “bigger than 
last year” and is expected to grow more 
in coming years, said a member of the 
Student Government Executive Board, 
Pat Casten, in D’Souza’s introduction. 
D’Souza served as the Robert and 
Karen Rishwain Fellow at 
Stanford University, and 
was also the John M. Olin 
Fellow at the American 
Enterprise Institute.  He 
has served as a senior 
policy analyst to President 
Ronald Reagan and has 
written numerous books, 
including What’s So Great 
About America, a New 
York Times bestseller in 
2002, said a press release 
on the Lake Forest College 
web Site.  He has also 
appeared on various news 
programs and in many 
popular periodicals, such 
as The Wall Street Journal, 
The New York Times, and 
Vanity Fair, added the 
press release.
    A loss in Iraq would be a 
“replay of Iran,” D’Souza 
predicted nervously in 
the conclusion of his 
speech.  It is a tough 
time for America, but 
this is a “winnable war,” 
he assured.  Despite the 
falling approval rates of the 
current administration and a 
generally low morale across 
the country about the war, 
D’Souza credited our country: “America 
has used its power pretty benignly.”  He 
concluded with a well-known quotation 
to sum up his beliefs and conﬁ dence in 
America: “If not now, when?  If not us, 
who?”
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Wherever you are in the process of 
coming out, you’re invited to the 
�����������������������������.
Educational and person-centered, the 
group meets weekly for an hour in 
Buchanan Hall. New students are 
welcome any time. Topics range 
from practical strategies for coming 
out to personal issues with parents, 
siblings and friends. 
The key focus for this group is on the 
student’s personal journey through 
this period in their life.
Begins: Wednesday, October 15 @ 4:00p
�
JENNIFER JEZIORSKI
CLINICAL INTERN
EXT. 5241
JEZIORSKI@LAKEFOREST.EDU
MATTHEW HEFFERON,
CLINICAL EXTERN
EXT. 5246
HEFFERON@LAKEFOREST.EDU
                photo courtesy of the Lake Forest College website
Dinesh D’Souza spoke in Holt Chapel last Tuesday.
cause departure,” said Tyler. “We want 
to ﬁ nd out what about the experience is 
not desirable and what can we do.”
    Tyler cited an example several years 
back in which a GLBT student had 
considered leaving and met with her.
“She believed that the school did not 
support PRIDE,” said Tyler. “I told 
her she could leave, or she could stick 
around and make it better. She did and 
later became a member of the Senior 
25.”
   “She encouraged me to get more 
involved,” said one current senior, who 
was convinced to stay by Tyler after 
considering his options at the end of 
freshman year. “As a result, I found my 
niche with the music department and 
other organizations on campus.”
       The college, however, is often unable 
to converse with students classiﬁ ed as 
Did Not Return, or DNR, who chose to 
leave over the summer.
    “No, they never approached me,” said 
a former Lake Forest college student, 
who chose to leave at the end of this past 
July. “I called them to complain after 
they took loans from my lender, and 
when I talked to them they asked me at 
that time.”
  And while many Foresters choose to 
transfer before their sophomore year, a 
far larger number of students stay – many 
of whom have been extremely happy.
    “I like Lake Forest because of 
the people, ﬁ rst and foremost,” said 
sophomore 
E m i l y 
L a u t e n . 
“I really 
like how 
diverse and 
in te res t ing 
the people on 
campus are. I 
feel you can 
get a really 
well-rounded 
c o l l e g e 
exper ience 
here with 
a c a d e m i c s , 
extracurriculars, 
and social life.”
     “I guess 
I really like Lake Forest College 
because of the fantastic professors,” 
said sophomore Rebecca Brezinsky. 
“We have so many ways of getting 
involved on campus, plus I feel like I’m 
being very well prepared for veterinary 
school. I was amazed when I called the 
University of Pennsylvania Vet School, 
and the admissions person I was talking 
to had nothing but good things to say 
about Lake Forest.”
   Other students claim that transferring 
to Lake Forest College has been the right 
decision for them.
    “I really enjoy the people at Lake Forest 
College,” said senior Kristin Kojzarek, 
who transferred into the college junior 
year after attending Wright College in 
Chicago.
“The activities are fun and I like it 
overall.”
continued from front page
     Sophomore David Goldsmith’s story 
had an unexpected ending. Lake Forest 
College was not his ﬁ rst choice, and at 
the last minute, he deferred admission 
one year to pursue other interests. In the 
fall of 2007, he began attending classes 
at Lake Forest.
“When I came here I wasn’t 100 
percent. Everything seemed so repetitive 
after a while, and I kept hearing about 
how much fun the school used to be. It 
seemed like a lot of stuff had fallen by 
the wayside.”
“Repetitiveness had gotten to me, 
and it was really obvious that I wanted 
to pursue other options.”
      To conﬁ rm that he had made the right 
decision, he went home over a weekend 
to converse with close friends.
“I talked with my parents, talked 
a lot to my dad,” said Goldsmith. “I 
talked with some of my peers who had 
transferred, and also some of my dad’s 
friends who had transferred.”
“One of my dad’s friends had 
transferred from a small school in 
California to Penn. He loved Penn, but 
he realized that his closest friends were 
from California.”
“I was really close to some people 
here and didn’t want to lose them,” 
added Goldsmith. “I realized a lot about 
the school that was great. It was almost a 
complete 180. To this day, it was one of 
the best decisions I’ve ever made.”
Since deciding to stay at the college, 
Goldsmith ran for student body president, 
which he noted as a “great decision, 
even in hindsight. There are not too 
many people I would rather lose to than 
Noah [Dion].” A Student Senator from 
the Class of 2011, Goldsmith believes 
that upcoming changes at Lake Forest 
College, including the appointment of a 
new Dean of Students and construction 
of the Sports Center expansion and  an 
eventual theater building, will be things 
that “make the place more enjoyable.”
     But back in Tacoma, Wash., Alayna 
Schoblaske, a former LFC student, is 
sure that she made the right call. “I 
have nothing against Lake Forest,” she 
concluded.
“I think it’s a very good school, and 
it’s neat to stay connected to it through 
friends… but it just was not the right 
school for me.”
RUMOR: Is it true that during the hours when beer is served at
Boomer’s in the student center, you can get free soda from the
fountain just by asking for a cup? If so, why?
FACT: Yes, this is true.  It’s important that whenever alcohol is 
served, there are non-alcoholic alternatives provided.  So, it’s an 
incentive for those who are drinking alcohol to sip something 
non-alcoholic now and then, as well as an incentive for those 
who choose not to drink to participate.
photo by Kathryn Appelhans
Retention Planning Team members want to add more bonding 
events on campus, such as the Homecoming BBQ held last week.
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The following are a selection of reports to Lake Forest 
College’s Public Safety ofﬁ ce between the dates of 
Wednesday, October 1st and Tuesday, October 7th.
To report a crime, dial (847) 735-5555, or use the 
anonymous crime reporting page on the Public Safety 
webpage at www.lakeforest.edu.
On October 4th at 2:28 a.m., a trash can was dumped over at 
Moore Wellness Hall on South Campus. No further information 
was available.
On October 4th at 5:45 p.m., a conduct violation occurred in the 
South Campus parking lot when a student threw a can at a bus. 
The scene was cleared.
On October 5th at 6:07 p.m., a book bag in the South Campus 
parking lot was reported as taken during the tailgating 
festivities. No arrest has been made.
On October 5th at 2:15 a.m., Public Safety was called to 
Gregory Hall on South Campus in regard to reports of 
disorderly conduct, in which students were throwing items off 
of a balcony. The scene was cleared.
On October 5th at 3:35 p.m., Public Safety reported to Gregory 
Hall on South Campus, where the keypad near the building 
entrance was broken off of its pole. The scene was cleared.
On October 6th at 12:09 a.m., Public Safety reported to the Ice 
Rink on South Campus, where building windows were broken. 
City of Lake Forest police were called to the scene.
On October 6th at 12:33 p.m., Public Safety reported to Nollen 
Hall on South Campus, where damage to property was caused 
when personal items were thrown in a toilet. The case was 
closed pending additional information.
Between October 3rd and October 6th, there were a total of 
CampusWatch
CORRECTION
An early draft of last week’s opinions piece, “The death of 
Neo-Conservatism in America,” by Andrew Van Herik was 
mistakenly printed as last week’s Editorial Observer.
To read the ﬁ nal revision, please visit The Stentor’s website, 
online at TheStentor.com. 
NOAH DION
STUDENT GOVERMENT 
PRESIDENT
dionnd@lakeforest.edu 
Fellow Foresters, I hope your years 
have started off well and that you had 
a great Homecoming. I will be writing 
this column to be a source of weekly 
information about the goings on of 
Student Government and to let you 
know about any issues that we may be 
addressing here at Lake Forest College.
With a new Student Senate in place 
and a lot to do, the year is ofﬁ cially 
in full swing. Your Student Senators 
and Executive Board Members are 
working on a number of fronts to make 
our experience at Lake Forest College 
more fun, inclusive, and spirited. We 
currently have Senators chairing ad-hoc 
committees to address student parking, 
our relationship with the faculty, our 
school spirit, and to create a surprise 
program that should make second 
semester a memorable one.
One feature of the new constitution 
is that these committees are open to any 
member of the student body. This means 
that if you are still looking to get involved 
or are just really interested in one facet 
of campus life, you can be an ofﬁ cial 
member of any of these groups. Just 
email any of the Student Government 
Executive Board members and we will 
be happy to put you in contact with the 
chair of the committee you are interested 
in.
On that note, if you ever ﬁ nd yourself 
looking for information on Student 
Government, you will likely ﬁ nd it on 
our MyForester page. If you don’t see 
exactly what you are looking for, the site 
lists ofﬁ ce hours and e-mails for all of 
the Executive Board members and will 
soon have the same for all of the Student 
Senators.
We all want to hear from you, be it 
about something that you are concerned 
about and you need addressed, or 
something that you really enjoyed and 
would hope for more of. We have already 
heard from Senators and Executive 
Board Members who wish to clean up 
their residence halls, who want to make 
class councils a part of life that doesn’t 
simply spring up senior year, and who 
want to make our campus a more 
comfortable place by adding benches so 
we can enjoy the outdoors.
These are all great ideas, and it is my 
hope that, by showing all that Student 
Government is capable of, students will 
feel that we are a more accessible and 
resourceful organization. We want to 
be your ﬁ rst stop if you have any issues 
with the faculty, with the administration, 
or with some larger aspect of residence 
life. We are supposed to be your voice, 
and while we have great ideas between 
us, you are the only ones who know 
exactly what you want. We want you to 
know who we are, to feel comfortable 
President’s 
Corner
TheStentor.com poll results
Have you ever considered transferring to another college?
The Environmental Issues and Concerns Advisory Committee is an
appointed body of students, staff, and faculty charged with reviewing
questions of environmental responsibility and sustainability for the
Lake Forest College campus and community. Because the community
wishes students to be better informed about our work and about
environmental issues here, we will periodically offer information
here in the Stentor.
This week the committee calls your attention to the Lake Forest
Campus Sustainable Campus Implementation Grant, which offers groups
and individuals up to $500 to implement and initiative to make the
campus greener. For more information on the grant, go to The Green
Forester web page at www.lakeforest.edu/about/green/default.asp
Environmental Issues on Campus
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Arts & Leisure
Gentleperson’s Gourmand
Photo Courtesy of Aramark.com
CHRISTOPHER A. PELLEGRINI
ARTS & LEISURE EDITOR
features@lakeforest.edu
The pizza bagel is the Bigfoot of the 
Lake Forest College culinary scene. 
There is no such thing as a pizza bagel. 
Despite what Aramark may want you to 
think, the newest concoction to grace 
the menu at the Deerpath café neither 
lives up to nor fails to live up to its mon-
iker. Sure it is a circular bakery product 
covered with sauce, cheese, and the top-
pings of your choice, but that does not 
make it a pizza. It does contain a bagel, 
but does it contain pizza? 
 Traditionally, people think of a 
mustachioed Italian chef tossing dough 
merrily into the air when they hear the 
word pizza. Perhaps in 1873 or 1924 
this would have been a somewhat accu-
rate, although ethnically insensitive, ste-
reotype. This stereotype has been shat-
tered time and time again in this world 
of post-modern cuisine. The obvious ex-
ample, and therefore current stereotype 
for atypical “pizzas”, comes from the 
minds and names of avant-garde Cali-
fornian chefs who have been popular-
ized by the now eponymous California 
Pizza Kitchen. 
Essentially, when someone im-
pregnates a base with two “unlike” 
or “surprising” culinary embryos, it 
results in a post-modern food child. 
An example would be along the lines 
of “Chicken Tikki Masala Pizza”. The 
spicy Indian delight of Chicken Tikki 
Masala combines with the western 
image of the “pizza” to form a new 
dish. The lovechild of the two more 
traditional, and diametrically opposite, 
base components embody the ideologi-
cal thoughts promoted by post-mod-
ern theory.  They are a complete and 
total rejection of formalism just as the 
“Chicken Tikki Masala Pizza” is the 
complete rejection of the formalist 
pizza cooking. 
 The mysterious “pizza ba-
gel” can be considered pizza if there is 
such a thing as a deﬁ nitive deﬁ nition of 
pizza. There’s Chicago deep-dish, New 
York style, French bread pizza, frozen 
processed pizza, and even garlic bread 
pizza. While the aforementioned pizzas 
all adhere to a somewhat formal deﬁ ni-
tion of what pizza is or can be, the fast 
foods chains of the new millennium 
have completely altered the deﬁ nition of 
what can be legitimately called “pizza”. 
Taco Bell and Dairy Queen have tak-
en it upon themselves to redeﬁ ne pizza. 
Taco Bell’s “Mexican Pizza”, built on 
nacho chips with cheese and beans, does 
not remotely resemble the formal pizza 
of our mustachioed Italian friend. Dairy 
Queen’s “Treatzza” uses a cookie crust 
with ice cream and various candies to 
create their own unique vision of what 
pizza can be. The popularity of these 
products attests to the marketability and 
success of these two aberrations on the 
traditional theme. 
Aramark toes a line somewhere in 
between. The “pizza bagel” tries to be 
a quirky half twist on an age old culi-
nary formula. Regardless of the intel-
lectual validity, or the societal role that 
this popular dish plays, the “pizza ba-
gel” will score highly in popularity. As 
the fast food conglomerates make clear, 
the word pizza is enough for an item to 
achieve its desired popularity. The word 
“pizza” is now a catch-phrase as op-
posed to an actual food. The traditional 
identity has been usurped in favor of hot 
word marketing.  
Chris’ Star Rating:
Out of:
Pizza Is As Pizza Does
Coming Home, Forester Style
JOHN TERMAAT
COPY CHIEF
copy@lakeforest.edu
In my three years at Lake Forest Col-
lege, I’ve always been something of an 
outsider.  I’m deﬁ nitely not antisocial 
– in fact I enjoy walking into parties un-
invited – but it always seems like when 
something big happens, I’m on the out-
side.  While everyone else sits in the 
center of the cafeteria, my cohorts and 
I  ﬁ nd a good spot by the window; when 
others were in the middle of a grind-pit 
at the All-Campus Party, I was waiting 
in line for a beer.  So it was probably ﬁ t-
ting that I spent my Homecoming Satur-
day wearing a press-pass.  
I’ve never fully understood what 
Homecoming was about.  Sure, it’s fun 
to drink outside during the day, but what 
does it all mean?  Pony-rides, parades, 
rock bands – how do they ﬁ t together? 
And where does booze come in?  These 
questions raced through my head as I 
woke up in my Deerpath Suite on Satur-
day morning.
It seemed hard for me to believe, sit-
ting in my room at 8:27 a.m., that any-
one else was really about to start drink-
ing.  The stereotype of college student 
dipsomania has always involved an ear-
ly morning liquor shot at 9:00 a.m. on 
Homecoming, but what I really craved 
was a shot of espresso.  Still, I poured 
myself a glass of bourbon over the rocks 
and stepped into the shower.
 After a few more drinks, I 
walked out into the cool breeze and 
made my way onto Middle Campus. 
All along the driveway, student organi-
zations were decorating their ﬂ oats for 
the Homecoming Parade.  I walked up 
to the Cross Country pickup-truck ﬂ oat, 
where I found the team sitting in a circle 
around the bed of the truck.  The sides of 
the truck were decked out with evocative 
phrases.  “We wish you could go as far 
as we do,” one read.  I asked one of the 
teammates, who introduced herself as 
Martina, what that meant.  
“It just means that we can run far 
distances for a long time,” she said.  I 
gave her a puzzled look.  “And we have 
the stamina,” she continued, “to do oth-
er things afterward.”
I walked up to the Pom Squad ﬂ oat, 
taking note of the Playboy bunny sym-
bols tacked all over their car.  Senior 
Brittany Goodrich explained that their 
Vegas casino was the Palms Hotel, 
home of the Playboy Club.  “We’ve 
been working on this all week,” she 
said, pointing to a mock live casino on 
their trailer, complete with a card table 
and a bar.  “We want to go out with a 
bang.”  It was really quite an impressive 
set up.  Members of the squad dressed 
up as bunnies, bartenders, or gamblers, 
where they would live out the casino 
during the parade.
As I bade farewell, I noticed the ap-
parently lewd license plate on their car. 
“HUNYBUNS,” it read, located right 
below another playboy bunny symbol. 
“Nice plates,” I said, and gave a 
thumbs-up.
“Thanks,” Brittany said, “but that’s 
actually our dog.”  
“Oh,” I said, and I smiled as I waved 
goodbye to Pat and Jim Goodrich, own-
ers of the car and the dog.  
I moved into the quad, where there 
was an all-out car-
nival taking place. 
There were all 
sorts of things to 
see; I saw a col-
orful train mak-
ing its way down 
the sidewalk, an 
assortment of in-
ﬂ atable obstacle 
courses, and a pet-
ting zoo.  There 
was also a small 
bandstand, so 
I decided to go backstage and see if I 
could talk to one of the bands.
I got to meet Don’t 
Tell Mama, who were 
set to play at noon, which was in about 40 
minutes.  They looked young, like may-
be 18 or 19, although I never found out 
their ages.  Their lead singer, Jim Gof-
fron, told me about their music; a blend 
of hard rock and blues guitar.  They com-
pared 
themselves to Bo Diddly and AC/DC.  
Looking out into the quad, I felt kind 
of bad for them.  They had an audience 
of maybe 15 to 20 people, and most of 
these folks weren’t paying attention to 
the bandstand at all.  “What do you think 
of this venue?” I asked Goffron, point-
ing out into the campus green.  “Have 
you ever 
played here at 
Homecoming 
before?”  I real-
ized right away 
that this was a 
dumb question 
– Lake Forest 
College Home-
coming was 
not a popular 
venue.
“This is 
going to be 
our ﬁ rst time at Lake Forest College,” 
Goffron said.  “Everything looks beauti-
ful.  The set up’s great, the sound is great 
– we’re gonna have a lot of fun today. 
It’s gonna be really good.”  I smiled and 
wished them luck.
To kill time while I waited for them to 
play, I walked down to the tailgate party 
on South Campus and had a beer or two 
with some friends.  I tried to think about 
how this Homecoming stuff was all 
connected.  I approached some athletes 
(whose identities will remain concealed) 
and asked one of them what they liked 
best about Homecoming.
“Drinking,” he said instantly.  When 
he started to think I was going to write 
his name in the newspaper, he changed 
his answer to “festivities.”
“So what’s in your cup, then?” I 
asked.  He told me it was coke.  
The tailgate just wasn’t giving me the 
insight I needed, so I walked back to Mid-
dle Campus to watch Don’t Tell Mama. 
For how young they looked, they were ab-
solutely amazing at playing bluesy rock. 
As the wind gusted through the band 
members’ long hair, I thought I imagined 
steam blowing through their guitars, but 
then I realized it was actual steam com-
ing from 
the cafe-
t e r i a ’s 
c h i m -
ney.
A 
c o u p l e 
of hours 
later, I 
headed 
o v e r 
to the 
H o m e -
coming 
football 
g a m e . 
It was 
h a l f -
time, and the Foresters were already 
down 14 – 17.  I saw two alumni, whom 
I hoped might give me some inspiring 
words.  I asked Rob Weber, ’48, how 
Homecoming has changed over the 
years.
“Oh, it’s changed 
immensely,” he said. 
“There are many new 
buildings, and the 
campus is beautiful. 
I would say the pro-
fessors are as good if 
not better than they 
were before.”  He told 
me he lived in Black-
stone, and related the 
story of how he got 
married during his 
last year at Lake For-
est.  “We lived next 
door to the President 
of the College,” he 
told me, “who was 
Ernest Johnson.”
Weber’s friend Jim Rea, ’58, told me 
about the College’s 100 year anniversary 
Homecoming celebration.  “There were 
ﬁ ve ﬂ oats full of Old Forester,” he said, 
referring to a brand of bourbon.  “Just 
imagine it, we’re standing in the parade 
and there are ﬁ ve ﬂ oats full of it.”  We 
shared a laugh, while I experienced a 
brief mental image of myself on a ﬂ oat 
full of Old Forester.
On my way back to Deerpath, I made 
one more stop, this time at the petting 
zoo.  After I let a goat lick my hand and 
effectively cursed the Cubs, I spoke with 
Lyndon Farm, who was in charge of 
the pen.  “How did you get this job?” I 
asked.
“Well, I’ve been doing this job for ten 
years,” he said.  “I drive a tractor-trailer 
all around where I get to share these an-
imals with people.  I love it.”  I asked 
him what his favorite part was.  “Well, 
you know, I see people young and old 
who are afraid of the animals.  But then 
I get to see them learn that there’s noth-
ing to be afraid of.  It doesn’t matter if 
they’re kids or adults, I just really love 
that moment when they realize the ani-
mals aren’t going to hurt them.”
Then it struck me; this is the perfect 
metaphor for what Homecoming is all 
about.  Young people and old people to-
gether, sharing their similarities without 
having to feel uncomfortable about their 
different roles at the College.  When else 
do I get to enjoy a gin and tonic with one 
of my professors?  When else do I run 
into President Schutt ﬁ ve times in the 
same day, and wave an intoxicated hel-
lo?  And of course, when else do I chat 
with an alum who attended the College 
during the post-war years of the late for-
ties?
As corny as it may sound, everyone 
is part of a community during Home-
coming, and we can all celebrate what 
we have in common.  Even Weber, who 
graduated in 1948, wasn’t looking back. 
“It’s a beautiful day,” he said, looking 
out into the football ﬁ eld.  As the second-
half of the game began, he smiled.  “The 
Foresters aren’t that far behind,” he said. 
By Kathryn Appelhans
A passionate Forester parent revs up 
the crowd at the football game.
By Emily Lauten
A few Stentor editors enjoying free ice cream at the 
bonﬁ re Thursday night.
Foresters enjoy the outdoor tailgate on South Campus.
Photo by Kristin Ayers
Courtesy of Kristin AyersThe entire community comes 
together around homecoming.
Photo Courtesy of Emma Jo Chalverus
The Alpha Phis join the parade in their intricate ﬂ oat.
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Arts Leisure
Arts & Leisure
Shady Alleys, Christmas           
Ornaments, and a College       
Professor 
ZAKEA BOEGER
STAFF WRITER
boegeza@lakeforest.edu
How many of us Foresters have held 
odd jobs to earn some money while in 
school? Probably just about all of us, 
and Professor David Boden of Lake 
Forest College’s Sociology and Anthro-
pology Department is no exception. 
Boden’s story is certainly an interesting 
one; he comes from a culturally rich 
family, and has held a variety of odd 
jobs throughout his life. Beginning 
his career at Lake Forest in August of 
1996, Boden gained tenure last fall and 
has continued to be the resident and 
self-described “sociology geek.” But 
it doesn’t begin here; Boden’s story 
begins during his childhood, so it’s best 
to start with a little background.
Boden’s parents hailed from Ed-
inburgh, Scotland, which he believes 
made him into the sociologist he is to-
day. “Until I was seven I had a Scottish 
accent,” he said, which very early on 
led him to believe that there were dif-
ferent ways of doing things throughout 
the world. He moved with his family all 
over the country every two years or so, 
which taught Boden even more of the 
different ways people acted to either ﬁ t 
in or not. (At this point, Boden rattled 
off an extremely long list of places that 
he’s lived, of which only “Pennsyl-
vania” and “Michigan” were caught.) 
But Boden remained at John Hopkins 
University for all four of his undergrad 
years, at the end of which he was the 
only one graduating with a degree in 
sociology. 
After graduation, Boden began his 
long stream of varied schooling and 
jobs. Boden ﬁ rst worked as a draftsman, 
in which he did technical drawings for 
elevator components and push buttons. 
He didn’t ﬁ nd this suited to his tastes, 
so he then went to law school at Wil-
liam and Mary, where upon graduation, 
he became a copyright and trademarks 
lawyer in Houston, the then-current 
residence of his family. Despite his 
wish against this, Boden became a fam-
ily practice lawyer, and in order to keep 
his sanity, he began work in museum 
administration. Boden then moved on 
to teaching paralegal school, and thus 
discovered his love of teaching. De-
ciding that he wanted to teach young 
adults, Boden then pursued his PhD in 
sociology at Northwestern University. 
There, he taught several lecture halls 
of around 200 to 400 people, a job that 
showed him he didn’t want to teach 
such large classes. When an opportunity 
then arrived at Lake Forest College, 
Boden grabbed it, pursuing the liberal-
arts dream of someone who had always 
dealt with huge universities. Since then, 
Boden has been here, teaching various 
classes in sociology and law. 
Boden began his track of unique jobs 
while practicing law. He revealed that 
he used to paint portraits of people to 
sell while in Houston, and even spent 
a great deal of time making Christmas 
ornaments. Near the end of the 80s, 
he and a friend bought the tin used for 
roofs and transformed it into ornaments 
that they were able to sell to a gift shop 
at an art museum. 
Following his days in Houston, 
Boden worked in quite possibly the 
shadiest-sounding place ever: a garage 
located in an alley. The garage was the 
site of a used bookstore named “Back-
Alley Books,” and as you might expect, 
was the catchall of many a person look-
ing for “inappropriate materials.” 
The bookstore had no heat, and to 
survive the Chicago winters while 
working there, it was Boden’s job 
to go out and buy the wood used to 
heat the makeshift stove. Boden re-
calls wearing all types of clothing 
to keep warm while trying to make 
change with customers out of his 
pocket. He was also a link between 
the bookstore owner and the cab-
bies he managed; his job consisted 
of taking the cash that the cabbies 
would drop off at periods through-
out the day. 
Boden left this job upon begin-
ning work at Lake Forest, where he 
also ﬁ nished up his dissertation. “I 
don’t know if you’ll care,” he told 
me, “but I wrote my dissertation on 
men in sex-work.” Boden’s dissertation 
was about men who were able to build 
their careers and sexuality based on an 
audience, and not their own desires, 
thus leading to the idea that oneself is 
the result of social interactions and ex-
pectations. 
So, there you have it. Professor 
Boden proves to have a very interesting 
past. As he said himself, it’s very easy 
to see how his upbringing in a variety 
of places has led him to know a variety 
of people and trades. 
Courtesy of David Boden
Prof. David Boden looking spiffy
Foresters Float Along
KRISTIN KOJZAREK
ARTS & LEISURE EDITOR
features@lakeforest.edu
       As the ﬁ rst week of October ap-
proaches, there is a sense of excitement 
in the air at Lake 
Forest College. 
This year the 
Homecoming 
parade pulsated 
with that excite-
ment and was 
ﬁ lled with cre-
ativity, cotton 
candy, and fun. 
The Internation-
al Student Orga-
nization (ISO), 
played Soca 
music from 
the Caribbean 
to compliment 
their carni-
val theme. 
With members 
represent ing 
over 15 differ-
ent countries from around the world, 
members wore glittery masks, colorful 
beads, feathers and ﬂ ags.  ISO presi-
dent Jennille Wallace said, “The parade 
is my favorite part of Homecoming 
because I love being with the people 
of ISO. We worked together to create 
a carnival atmosphere because the big 
theme for Homecoming this year is Las 
Vegas and in 
the Caribbe-
an and Brazil 
we have Car-
nival.”
       The Delta 
Gamma so-
rority decided 
to “go green” 
and walk 
through the 
parade rather 
than use a 
car.  They 
held signs 
with green 
recycling ar-
rows person-
alized with their very own Delta Gam-
ma anchor symbols.  Members dressed 
up as the king and queen of hearts, pairs 
of dice and Bengal tigers to coincide 
with the Casino Night theme. 
        Junior Tenzin Dolkar said, “The 
parade is my favorite 
part of Homecoming 
because it’s so fun and 
energetic with a lot of 
dancing and a lot of 
positive energy.”
         Some other groups 
ended up going green as 
well.  The girl’s softball 
team’s ﬂ oat broke down, 
but ﬁ lled with school 
spirit, they ran through 
the parade waving their 
paper banner as people 
cheered them on.
As member of the 
Student Alumni Asso-
ciation (SAA), Bushra 
Alum, put the ﬁ nish-
ing touches of red gar-
land on her cardboard 
sign, she joked SAA 
was the best ﬂ oat of the day because 
they rented a black Audi convertible, 
and therefore, the press should join 
them.  “The SAA is important because 
we bridge the gap between students 
and alumni,” she added.  Alumni from 
class of ’77 said, “Homecoming is bet-
ter now than it ever was before. I have 
only missed one in 30 years.”
                                                                       photo by Jaime Perez
The ISO (International Student Organization)  ﬂ oat placed in 
the top three ﬂ oats at this year’s Homecoming Parade.
          photo courtesy of Synneve Yoder
Yoder, Homecoming Queen, waits on 
SAA’s ﬂ oat for the parade to begin.
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Letters to the Editor
Back it up 
or back off
JOHN TERMAAT, Copy Chief
It’s lunch time
EDITORIAL OBSERVER / DAVID A. OLSON, CLASS OF 1975
Retention a fact of life at Lake Forest College
Taking responsibility for ourselves
I am writing this letter in 
response to the Opinion piece 
entitled: “Don’t plead the 5th
on ignorance.” I am writing 
because of the inappropriate 
nature of some of the 
comments made by the writer.
It is one thing to present 
a personal opinion on an 
issue such as Creationism vs. 
Evolutionism, but it becomes 
something entirely different 
when an entire group of people 
is referred to as “brain dead 
and they simply “make the 
world worse by existing.”
If you have something 
meaningful to say, say it 
clearly and coherently. Do not 
use large words and complex 
sentences simply to “hear your 
own voice” so to speak. Do 
not misinterpret me though; 
I am by no means suggesting 
that it is inappropriate to anger 
someone in writing. What 
is inappropriate, however, 
is singling out every single 
Creationist as “brain dead,” in 
incoherent jargon that clumsily 
meanders around in nothingness 
before arriving at a poorly 
thought-out and awfully put 
together joke of an argument.
“Find a racist and make 
them your friend…buy them 
a McChicken…after listening 
to an ignorant person up close 
you will feel better about 
yourself.” I am completely at 
a loss for not only what the 
writer is talking about, but also 
what his eventual and ever-
elusive point could possibly be.
Clearly, the writer has opinions. 
What he fails to do, however, is 
back up any of those opinions 
with logical fact of any sort. It 
would be one thing if a coherent 
and respectful opinion were to 
have been presented. Instead, 
what we get is the musings of a 
whiny child who likes nothing 
more than to show off his byline.
 Now I know that it is perhaps 
his goal to get someone, 
like myself, riled up. As a 
fellow opinion writer myself, 
I understand that this writer 
would like nothing more than 
for someone to get angry. 
Journalism, however, is only 
good in its controversy when 
it is at least somewhat thought-
provoking. It must get people 
upset because they have actually 
thought about the issue at hand, 
not simply because they have 
been presented the writer’s own 
personal opinion as indisputable 
facts which, in reality, are 
nothing more than immature 
babble. It is perfectly acceptable 
to write piece that angers people 
as long as the opinions are based 
in fact and the writer in reality.
 I do not care to point out 
whether I am Creationist or not 
because frankly, it does not matter. 
Anyone could have been offended 
by this apparent lack of anything 
substantial to actually say. There 
are much more acceptable ways 
to convey the writer’s own 
personal opinion within his 
writing, and it is my opinion 
that he chose an extraordinarily 
inappropriate and ineffective way. 
I would be happy to read his 
opinion in the future, even if 
it offends me, just as long as it 
actually has something to say.
Sam Herscher ‘12
If president Eugene Hotchkiss were to be pre-
sented with news of a 75% retention rate, say for 
the 1972 - 1973 school year, he probably would 
have done cartwheels across middle campus.
“
“
  Last Saturday it took me 
40 minutes to get take-out in 
Highland Park. I thought that I 
would be able to set aside half an 
hour before babysitting to pick 
up some dinner. I was wrong and 
late. This event has made me even 
more excited for the prospect 
of more dining options coming 
to the Town of Lake Forest. 
  Currently, downtown Lake 
Forest has a few (expensive) 
restaurants, some sandwich 
shops, an Einstein’s, Ferentino’s, 
Subway, and a Burger King. 
For a town as nice as Lake 
Forest I am surprised there 
are not more options.  There 
is a huge untapped resource in 
the LFC campus, and adding 
more retail restaurants to the 
downtown area would tap into  it. 
 I am greatly looking forward to 
being able to grab a quick lunch 
downtown. Hopefully, this will 
become a reality in the near future.
- Annie Cooper ‘11 
As Americans, we’re told 
that voting is one of our 
most cherished rights, even 
a civic duty. Not registering 
to vote or ignoring campaign 
issues is a sin to some 
people, a sign of indifference 
toward our collective future. 
Why, then, do I not feel the 
least bit patriotic after casting 
my Michigan absentee ballot? 
Perhaps it’s because I hadn’t 
even heard of most of the 
candidates running for ofﬁ ce! 
Of course, identifying the main 
presidential candidates was 
a no-brainer, but who’s ever 
heard of Cynthia McKinney 
(Green Party) or Chuck Baldwin 
(U.S. Taxpayers)? And these 
were the choices for President! 
Forget about knowing the 
names of the judges of the 
16th Circuit Court or Chair 
of the Board of Regents for 
the University of Michigan. 
How can the average voter 
be expected to recognize the 
names, let alone understand 
the positions of each candidate 
running for public ofﬁ ce, and 
then make an informed decision? 
And what about the myriad 
propositions and constitutional 
amendments up for vote? It is 
nearly impossible to decipher the 
exact wording of those things, 
not to mention understanding the 
implications of a yes or no vote. 
Who’s to blame for this 
Orwellian arrangement of 
having the absolute freedom 
to vote for whomever you 
please but not knowing a 
thing about the candidates? 
Is it our own faults? After all, 
part of being an informed voter 
is being an informed citizen 
in general, and it ought to be 
everyone’s job to keep up on the 
issues of the day. But when there 
are over 200 names on a ballot, 
doing even a cursory search of 
every candidate (as I attempted 
to do) is tedious and yields 
startlingly little information. 
Can the media be blamed for 
leaving the public in the dark? 
Certainly, but it has its own 
constraints of air time or print 
space, and naturally focus only 
on the major candidates for 
important ofﬁ ces like governor 
or senator. Local media outlets, 
because of consolidation 
and other factors, practice 
something less than serious 
journalism and cannot be 
counted on to inform the public. 
Perhaps lumping together 
the presidential elections 
with countless state and local 
positions is the culprit, as we 
search for high turnout rates but 
end up forcing the electorate 
to make arbitrary decisions. 
But after all is said and done, 
maybe we can take solace 
in the fact that, despite our 
arbitrary selection process, 
our national, state, and local 
governments continue to 
operate relatively smoothly. 
Civil order is maintained, 
garbage is picked up, and 
children attend school no 
matter which candidate enters 
public ofﬁ ce. I just hope that 
I won’t end up electing the 
next Hugo Chavez as Macomb 
County Commissioner.
- Lubko Berezowksy  ‘09 
We’re all election 
frauds!
In the ancient “Rocky and 
Bullwinkle” show, there was 
usually a segment in which 
Mr. Peabody (dog genius) and 
his boy Sherman would use 
the Way Back Machine to visit 
important historical events - 
with Mr. Peabody invariably 
turning disaster into triumph. 
Were one to have access to 
this technology and visit the 
LFC campus of the 1970’s 
(1980’s or 1990’s) and read 
The Stentor - frequent, lead, 
front page stories would focus 
on, you guessed it, retention.  
   Indeed, retention has been 
one of the two never-ending 
themes at LFC, since the 
end of the William Cole 
administration in 1969/1970 
(the other being the size of 
the school’s endowment). 
As a long since vanished 
writer for this newspaper, 
I clearly remember the 
weekly interviews with 
the college’s president 
“discussing” this same topic. 
The reasons for the “problem” 
and possible solutions voiced 
by the administration then 
were amazingly similar to 
those stated today. Which 
leads to a few of points: 
1. Are departures after the 
freshman year just the nature of 
the beast (that is, Lake Forest 
College)? This is not to say 
that the phenomenon should be 
ignored, but perhaps a school 
that is expensive, (somewhat) 
insular, (perceived to be) not 
among the cream of the crop 
and (correctly) dedicated to 
having a student body that 
includes a signiﬁ cant number 
of those who are a long way 
from home is inevitably 
going to experience a lower 
retention rate than school’s 
that do not share one or 
more of these characteristics. 
2. Some of the folks who 
leave will be sorely missed, 
but not all of them. A more 
than miniscule minority of 
students (and human beings) 
is going to be “unhappy” no 
matter what. There comes 
a point where it probably 
is better for them and the 
institution, if they move on. 
3. Wanderlust is a fact of 
life - and not a bad thing. It 
inﬂ icts those who want to 
attend more than one college 
- because they want to attend 
to more than one college. 
4. The desire to depart can be 
contagious. It can “snowball”. 
That is a situation about which 
every LFC administration 
needs to remain sensitive. 
5. This is a major one, I think 
- one’s  impression  of college 
is largely formed during the 
ﬁ rst semester of freshman year. 
While this is not the 
universally the case, I suspect 
(actually I am certain) that 
most of the current LFC 
students, who have stayed 
on, by the second semester 
of their freshman year had 
a pretty good idea about 
whom was going to hit 
the door over the summer. 
Of the likely emigrants, 
if those who the school 
really wants and needs to 
retain can be identiﬁ ed by 
or be made known to the 
administration in a timely 
fashion, I am convinced 
that direct involvement by 
faculty and administrators 
can produce good results. 
After all, the ability to be 
proactive in this regard 
should be one of the beneﬁ ts 
inherent to a “small” school. 
6. Maybe it’s really not 
all that bad. In addition to 
having to walk miles and 
miles through several feet 
of snow to attend classes at 
LFC in the 1970’s, those of 
us who stayed on confronted 
an attrition rate that makes 
the current situation seem to 
be an outstanding success. 
If president Eugene Hotchkiss 
were  to be presented with 
news of a 75% retention rate, 
say for the 1972 - 1973 school 
year, he probably would have 
done cartwheels across middle 
campus. Not that anybody 
would have wanted to witness 
such a display. My overall 
point is that, having observed 
this issue at LFC for decades, 
my sense is that, if the school 
can hold on average 75% or so 
of its freshman classes through 
at least the second year, so 
doing can be considered a 
success, if not a triumph. 
Maintaining that level of 
retention in and of itself should 
not be taken for granted by the 
student body and, I am certain, 
is not by the administration.
This past weekend, Foresters turned out in huge numbers for the Homecoming celebration 
and games; in their wake, they left an equally huge mess. 
From the cans left strewn about the tailgate area to the excrement thrown onto the walls in 
bathrooms, the scene left behind for Facilities Management employees made it clear that there 
is an active minority of students who have no regard for those they live with and those who 
have to pick up after them.  If our student body wants to be taken seriously by our peers and 
our administration, that needs to change.
The workers who keep our campus clean are the people who make civilized life possible 
for students.  Messes do not just disappear, and bottles do not pick themselves up; an 
employee of the college makes these things happen. They may not be the most visible staff on 
campus, but there is nothing more visible than the image they create for our College. Every 
time that we students leave a mess, no matter how large, no matter how disgusting, FacMan 
employees clean it up.
It sometimes seems as though this minority of students is trying to live the stereotype of 
the afﬂ uent, apathetic college students. Educated college students should know better than to 
smear their defecation on walls. 
College is the time of life where young people learn to become responsible adults. 
Adulthood places people into a less forgiving society than Lake Forest College that forces 
people to be one-hundred percent accountable for their actions. If we are to learn how to 
properly function in the real world, we must be held as accountable for our actions here as we 
would be in normal society. If one were to behave in this manner in their own private abode, 
they would be faced with the responsibility of dealing with the fallout from their actions, 
regardless of how intoxicated they were the night before. The post-collegiate version of 
FacMan only exists for the fabulously wealthy, a situation unlikely to face many of us upon 
graduation. 
Part of the educational process is developing as people and not just as students. We would 
be remiss to completely neglect this critical piece of our development as people. Forethought, 
and the recognition of consequences before an action, displays a heightened sense of maturity. 
The actions of some people in our society over this past weekend reﬂ ect a lack of maturity 
and forethought. This shows a deﬁ ciency somewhere in our society that must be addressed, 
and the only way to address this deﬁ ciency is through an increased sense of personal 
responsibility and pride in our campus.
Last  summer I decided to 
become a Cutco salesgirl. At 
the time, I thought it was so 
uncharacteristic that it would be 
interesting. I also wanted to make 
more money to buy pretty dresses. 
I found encouragement from 
my friend’s mother; she wisely 
told me that she had once dressed 
up as a cow to sell cheeseburgers 
when she was a teenager. 
This woman is a 
striking creature of 
glamour; she is pure 
glitter and gravitas 
personiﬁ ed, so I 
decided that if she 
dressed up like a 
cow then I could 
travel with a suitcase 
full of knives. 
This was 
a grievous misjudgment 
of my own capabilities, 
however, and disaster ensued.
My work experience has been 
limited to boutique shopgirl, 
babysitter, and Writing Center 
tutor. Someone once told me that 
any job I could not be ﬁ fteen 
minutes late for was not a job 
worth keeping; this advice, while 
useful for some, is not for me. 
I am not a slacker, and I do 
not play video games.  I value 
polish and professionalism, so 
I have kept in mind ever since 
that any boss who tolerates 
someone coming ﬁ fteen minutes 
late is not worth working for. 
The ﬁ rst red ﬂ ag, then, in my 
short-lived Cutco career, was 
that my fellow interviewees 
all staggered in at least ﬁ fteen 
minutes late. I persevered. 
Red ﬂ ags continued. The 
crowd of kids competing with 
me for jobs was laughably 
hapless. I made no friends, 
and I stood out like a sore 
Thumbelina in my Philip Lim. 
My philosophy in work and 
romance is that it is better to 
be preceded by and competing 
with attractive, accomplished 
peers; if they are lovely, then I 
can comfortably be categorized 
with them. It is even better 
for my conﬁ dence when they 
are better, because then I 
have something to strive for. 
These kids made me feel 
like I had stepped into a 
Hollister commercial, and 
I did not like that feeling. I 
knew I was throwing myself 
into a lower tier of human, 
and I shivered with fear that I 
would be stuck forevermore.
I soldiered through four eight-
hour days of unpaid training. 
I am now a certiﬁ ed expert on 
knives; I can tell you why a 
Cutco serrated knife is longer 
lasting and more effective, 
(the shape of the serration 
is subtly different, patented, 
and genius), and I know how to 
cut a tomato like Beatrix Kiddo. 
I listened; I took notes; I learned. 
I also developed a deep respect 
for the company, because it enlists 
American Eagle clad minions 
across America so effectively to 
do its dirty work that it does not 
even need to advertise. I had just 
convinced myself that I could take 
the degradation for the proﬁ ts when 
the ﬁ nal instruction of my training 
came: “write down as many names 
of people you know as you can think 
of.” “As many people as I know?” I 
thought; surely 
they were 
joking. Not so. 
They can 
afford to pay 
their minions 
huge proﬁ ts 
because they 
mine them for 
their contacts! 
Cutco sales 
representatives only sell to people 
they are acquainted with! I was 
expected to whore out my friends and 
their parents! “Never!” I exclaimed. 
Appalled at the very idea, I cried 
and quit. Quitting feels really good; 
anyone who tells you differently is 
wrong. I quit lacrosse in middle 
school because I couldn’t cradle 
and went to ice cream after, and I 
quit Cutco representation before I 
whored even one name and went to 
Starbucks and got myself an iced 
latte. Dignity just barely intact, 
my heart still races at how close I 
came to losing my haughty pride. 
Moral? If you would rather have 
ice cream or a latte than your 
paycheck, then quit, friends. Quit.
No matter what your 
background, “coming out” as a 
homosexual is a daunting task.
As a gay Latino male, however, 
breaking the news of my sexuality to a 
devoutly Catholic community with strong 
notions of the stereotypical “machismo” 
ideal was especially challenging. 
From my experience with the Colombian 
culture, it has always been encouraged for 
men to sleep with many different women, 
expected to always have a girlfriend, and 
forbidden to ever have homosexual feelings- 
all standards that never included me. 
Homosexuality was never mentioned at 
the dinner table growing up, and for many 
years, the only openly gay celebrity that was 
seen in Spanish-language television was 
Juan Gabriel, a ﬂ amboyant Mexican singer. 
Some of the stereotypes that many of the 
older generation Latinos hold of homosexuality 
are extensive and ignorant- all which I believe 
are due to the lack of exposure of the gay 
culture in the Spanish media. Back in our 
native countries, it is almost impossible for 
the queer community to live an open gay life 
without facing discrimination and harassment. 
Before my coming out, my own family had 
many misconceptions 
of what it meant when 
someone was gay. 
Who made you gay? 
Can’t you change? 
Growing up with 
homophobic comments 
made the acceptance 
of my own identity a struggle. 
Since my teen years, I’ve subconsciously 
always known I’m gay, but I believe I stayed 
in the closet for as a long as I did because I 
thought my family would never accept me. 
I went through a very long process of self-
acceptance and deﬁ ning my sexual identity. I 
knew though, that I needed to gather the courage 
to tell my family and friends of this speciﬁ c and 
important aspect of my identity in order to be 
a responsible member of the world community. 
After the shock of the news, I was lucky 
enough that my family had the interest and the 
thirst for knowledge to inform themselves about 
the truth of homosexuality, not only by asking 
me but also independently researching online. 
I hope that by coming out and living an 
openly gay life, I defy the stereotypes that 
individuals hold of gays, and add a new story 
to the wonderful and diverse gay community. 
I will never forget the image of my mom 
doing a Google search for “mi hijo es gay” 
[my son is gay]. After all, I guess there is hope 
even within the Latino community in regards 
to homosexuality with the changing times.
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Death of a Cutco saleswoman
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Coming out in a Catholic 
Colombian Culture
MARY VOLK
COLUMNIST
volkmk@lakeforest.edu
Let’s talk truth. Not absolute 
hypothetical truth of the universe, 
just plain factual truth. You may 
occasionally ﬁ nd it lurking 
somewhere in political ads and 
debates, which sounds cynical but 
is pathetically close to the truth. 
Using a non-partisan (honestly, 
I swear), unbiased source, 
factcheck.org, I’ll examine the 
biggest lies, topic by topic, 
of each team in Election ’08.
Beginning with the economy, 
we see a food ﬁ ght of erroneous 
statistics and positions. McPal 
(my lazy, cutesy name for 
McCain-Palin) continue to claim 
that Obiden will raise taxes 
and hurt the citizenry. Most of 
these claims depend on 94 past 
votes from Obama for higher 
taxes, of which factcheck’s 
Lori Robertson says, “the GOP 
falsely imply that Obama has 
pushed indiscriminately to raise 
taxes for nearly everybody. 
A closer look reveals that he’s 
voted consistently to restore 
higher tax rates on upper-income 
taxpayers but not on middle- or 
low-income workers. That’s 
consistent with what he’s said 
he’d do as President, which is to 
raise taxes only on those making 
more than $250,000 a year.”
Meanwhile, Obiden claim 
that their plan will lower taxes 
for 95% of working Americans, 
while the actual number is 
around 81%, since 95% does 
not include households with 
retirees or children.  Also, they 
misrepresent McCain’s social 
security plan, saying that it 
would place the beneﬁ ts of the 
elderly into the stock market, 
and those beneﬁ ts would be cut 
in half. His plan, which would 
follow Bush’s, would allow 
seniors to invest up to one third 
of their beneﬁ ts in stocks and 
bonds, not a mandatory policy, 
and beneﬁ ts may be cut by 
28% for future retirees in 2075.
On energy, McPal often refuse 
to acknowledge that Obiden 
support nuclear or clean coal 
enery. McCain said that Obama 
was “against reprocessing and he’s 
against storing [nuclear waste]” 
in the ﬁ rst Presidential debate. 
Obama’s plan does not mention 
reprocessing, but he does support 
clean, safe storage of waste. 
Palin accused Biden of not 
supporting clean coal in the 
V.P. debate based on one quote 
at a rope line, which was pretty 
damning, but one quote does 
not erase the support of clean 
coal in the teams’ energy plan. 
Also, while McPal are fond 
of claiming that we “send $700 
billion a year to countries that 
don’t like us very much” for our 
imported oil, we actually only 
will import $493 billion total, 
and a third of that comes from 
Canada, Mexico, and the U.K., 
who may not love us, but certainly 
aren’t hostile towards us. 
Finally, they often give words 
of support to wind, solar, and 
tide, but their energy plan 
contains only a vague mention 
of the renewables, and promises 
no money to them, since, as 
McCain said, these sources 
may not be “as much of a 
solution as some people think.”
In the Obiden camp, we see 
a mistaken claim that they will 
put us on a “fast-track” toward 
energy independenc. A ten-year 
R&D plan is certainly slower than 
a “fast-track.”  Obama errored 
also in saying that keeping 
automobile tire pressure at the 
right level would save the same 
amount of oil as off-shore drilling 
would produce; in the short run 
when the drills would be being 
built and the spots found, a three 
to ﬁ ve year period, he’d be right, 
but once they were up, even by 
the most conservative estimates 
(no pun intended), they would 
produce three times more oil 
than we could save in full tires.
 In addition, all the incensed 
claims about McCain being 
big with the oil companies are 
exaggerated, often by billions of 
dollars, though it is true that he will 
give the companies tax breaks.
Then there are the personal 
misrepresentations. McPal 
imply that Obama is some sort 
of pervert with their add on his 
sex education for kindergartners. 
In reality, the bill referred to in 
the ad was for a comprehensive 
sex education that was age 
appropriate, and, if implemented, 
and if the child was allowed to 
attend (the parents could have 
objected), a kindergartner would 
learn how to recognize and 
avoid molestation. The bill never 
passed, though, and the same 
ridiculous tactic was used when 
Obama ran for Senator, and got 
75% of the vote. Other attempts, 
which have moved past Obama 
as the radical secret Muslim 
(a dirty lie), try to make him 
guilty by association, connecting 
him to William Ayers, a former 
60’s radical and current U of I 
professor who the Senator worked 
with on an education bill, or Tony 
Rezko, a convicted launderer no 
longer afﬁ liated with Obama, 
and whose money Obama’s 
campaign donated to charity.
On the other side, one major 
example exists. An Obiden 
ad said that McCain didn’t 
support stem cell research, 
which is simply a lie, since, 
despite Palin’s outspoken 
objection to it, the possible 
President has never faltered in 
his approach to the issue. I’ll 
let the reader decide whether 
it is worse to imply perversion 
and radicalism or to just plain 
lie about an opponent’s voting 
record on a heated moral issue.
I have hardly skimmed the 
surface here. I haven’t even 
mentioned the foreign policy 
gaffes, and many other besides. 
I’ll leave further investigation to 
you, the curious reader. Also, if 
any reference or idea is new to 
you, look it up. Be informed.
This all comes down to a choice 
we must make. Ignorance is a 
lot easier than knowledge here, 
since in ignorance we can believe 
that our candidate is a saint. 
It’s not easy for me to say that 
Obama lied, and I completely 
admit that. Objectively, none of 
these lies actually sway a candidate 
away from what they stand for. 
They exaggerate and diminish 
to grab the voter’s attention, 
to make an important number 
sound more important, or a 
viewpoint seem more extreme. 
We have to decide if that’s okay. 
If our candidate, who we 
assume will make our country 
ﬂ ourish, wins, then should we 
care that he lied along the way? 
Or is dishonesty just a symptom 
of the disease of election season? 
Philip Klinkner, a professor 
at Hamilton College, said in his 
recent talk on campus, if the 
teams played nice, they’d be 
the ﬁ rst candidates in history 
that “didn’t want to win” an 
election. But, knowing the facts 
challenges easy ignorance, 
which, as college students, 
should be our M.O. anyway.
Lies and the lying liars who tell them on the campaign trail
ANDREW VAN HERIK
COLUMNIST
vanheah@lakeforest.edu
“Heard on Campus”
The Presidential Elections are coming up on November 4th, 
but Tuesday, October 7th, was the last day for Illinois residents 
to register to vote. Did you make the deadline here in Illinois 
or in your home state?
“Yes, I am registered and I plan to 
vote on November 4th.”
   
  - Graham Gutzmer ‘11
“I am already registered and I am 
going to vote this year.”
   
      - Matt Klosinski ‘11
“I am registered to vote in New 
Hampshire because it is a swing 
state. I just called my town clerk’s 
ofﬁ ce and the ofﬁ ce is sending my 
absentee ballot tomorrow.”
          
          - Sarah Spoto ‘12
“I have been registered to vote 
since I was 18, and I do plan to vote 
on the 4th.”
   
           - Melissa Schramm ‘09
Have something on your mind? 
Write to the Stentor!!
Send submissions to:
Opinions@lfc.edu
Quitting feels really good; anyone who 
tells you differently is wrong. I quit lacrosse 
in middle school because I couldn’t 
cradle and went to ice cream after...
“
“
Sports
Athlete of the Week:  Kate Mikuta
Year: Freshman
Position: Midﬁ eld, Soccer
Height: 5’7”
Hometown: Greenwich, Connecticut
High School: Greenwich High School  
- information courtesy of Mike Wajerski, SID. 
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                Sophomore runner Ryann Freeman settles into her pace. 
                                                                   Photo by Karen Hermann
Sophomore quarterback Geoff Sobey looks for an open teammate. 
TOM PLONOWSKI
SPORTS EDITOR
sports@lakeforest.edu
The Forester Cross Coun-
try program gave off its best 
appearance at the 10th Annual 
Forester Invitational held on 
September 27th. The team did 
not compete during Homecom-
ing weekend. The women went 
on to take 5th out of ten teams. 
“The meet went great,” said 
Coach Kelly Parsley. “Eigh-
teen of 21 women ran season or 
career best times. The weather 
was great and the Forester sup-
port was the best I have seen.”
With the season half-way 
over, the Foresters prepare 
themselves to peak at the Mid-
west Conference Champion-
ships on November 1st. Prior to 
that, Lake Forest will compete 
on Friday at the Benedictine 
Eagle University Invitational 
in Lisle, Illinois and the Brooks 
Invitational that will take place 
in Oshkosh, Wisconsin on Oc-
tober 18th. 
Sophomore Ryann Freeman 
has taken ﬁ rst for the Forester 
women in every meet the team 
has competed in. Freeman 
dropped over a minute off of 
her previous top 5K time to 
ﬁ nish the Half Day Forest Pre-
serve course at 20:14. 
In a recent feature story en-
titled, “It Runs in the Family”, 
Freeman sought to break 20:00. 
When asked whether she was 
happy about achieving a per-
sonal best time but not reach-
ing her goal of breaking 20:00, 
Freeman said, “Honestly, I 
felt disappointed even though 
I shouldn’t have. Dropping a 
minute off of a time that is al-
ready that fast is hard.”
Finishing second in every 
single meet for the women 
was sophomore Brecklind Go-
lovich-Keie. Last year’s Most 
Improved Runner, she posted 
career bests in the 5K and 
6K with a 2008 Forester In-
vitational time of 21:32 and a 
26:50 Concordia Falcon Invite 
time, respectively. 
While Golovich-Keie main-
tains that she  feels very accom-
plished with her times thus far; 
she still has one main goal to 
accomplish. “My big goal is to 
catch Ryann. We ran together 
last year and that was awesome 
and I’m trying to do that this 
year,” said Golovich-Keie.
The 10th Annual Forester 
Invitational saw a close race 
for second place on the team 
between Golovich-Keie and 
freshman Allie Longenecker, 
with Longenecker ﬁ nishing 
a second behind at a personal 
best time of 21:33. 
Fighting for the other spots 
in the top seven are senior Cap-
tain Sarah Marrinan, a junior 
transfer in Martina Kolb who 
qualiﬁ ed for the 2007 NJCAA, 
freshman Kayla Ahlstrand, and 
Stella Suhayda who joined the 
team well into the season. 
Sophomore Joanne Michaud 
is currently the odd woman out 
for the 7th and ﬁ nal spot of the 
women that will be traveling to 
compete at the Midwest Con-
ference Championships and 
NCAA Division III Midwest 
Regional. Michaud ﬁ nds her-
self 21 seconds behind Martin 
Kolb. 
Along with a strong incom-
ing freshman class, many non-
freshman ﬁ rst year runners 
have joined the team. 
Amy Stout has never par-
ticipated in a team sport. This 
cross country season, the se-
nior joined the team to seize 
the ﬁ nal opportunity of com-
peting for a team. “ I’ve really 
enjoyed working in the team 
atmosphere, “ said Stout. “ At 
the end of the season, I’m just 
looking to have supported my 
teammates, gotten in shape and 
accomplished something new. 
I know I’m not the fastest, but 
I’ve improved every week and 
that’s enough for me.”
Emily Weber, a sophomore, 
participated in sports through-
out high school and wanted to 
continue in doing so.       
“I enjoyed being part of 
these teams and organizations 
that truly helped shape my high 
school experience,” said We-
ber. “ I could tell that the Cross 
Country Team at Lake Forest 
was full of warm, welcoming, 
and determined people that 
would help shape my overall 
college experience in a positive 
way. “
One of the biggest chal-
lenges that these girls faced 
was the transition to running a 
long number of miles. Weber’s 
classmate, Rebecca Torres, 
went on to say, “At ﬁ rst I was 
intimidated about the amount of 
running we were doing. I didn’t 
think I could handle it, but now 
ﬁ ve miles feels doable.” 
As the team prepares for 
the Conference and Regional 
meets, Coach Parsley re-em-
phasized the very idea that has 
convinced the newcomers to 
join the team. 
“Of course I want to see as 
many girls ﬁ nish all confer-
ence,” said Parsley, “but as 
long as they are continually im-
proving, which they have been, 
and running career bests, I feel 
I am doing my job and hope-
fully they are happy.”
TOM PLONOWSKI
SPORT EDITOR 
sports@lakeforest.edu
- contribution by Mario Baldassari
   
The Foresters dropped their 
Homecoming outing against 
Midwest Conference rival 
Beloit College, 21-27, despite 
coming within six points of 
victory with 2:09 left in the 
game. 
Lake Forest College opened 
up the score-line with sopho-
more running back Ty Van 
Valkenberg ﬁ nishing off a two-
yard return with 8:20 left in the 
ﬁ rst quarter. 
The Foresters completed 
three ﬁ rst downs on the se-
quence to set-up Van Valken-
berg’s opportunity for points 
at the two-yard line. Sopho-
more kicker Tim Gruzwalski 
secured the extra point to put 
Lake Forest ahead, 7-0.
Van Valkenberg maintains 
that the goal was to come out 
and set the tone early in the 
game.
“It was deﬁ nitely our goal 
to get ahead of them quick and 
pile on as much as we could,” 
said Van Valkenberg, “and that 
ﬁ rst touchdown was exactly 
what we wanted. Next week 
our plan is similar; we want 
to get on top as quickly and as 
much as possible.”
The ﬁ rst quarter would end 
with a tie of 7-7, and Forester 
possession on 1st and 8th after 
a Beloit College penalty. Lake 
Forest wasted little time as 
sophomore quarterback Geoff 
Sobey connected with junior 
wide-receiver Dan Carter for 
an eight-yarder. 
Gruzwalski connected once 
again on the ﬁ eld goal. The 
Foresters took a 14-7 lead only 
six seconds into the second 
quarter. 
The two teams traded pos-
sessions throughout the quar-
ter, but it was Beloit College 
that got on the board twice 
with a ﬁ eld goal and a three-
yard run plus the extra point. 
At halftime, Lake Forest fell 
behind, 14-17. 
Beloit College would con-
tinue to build their lead with 
a ten-point third quarter to put 
distance between themselves 
and the Foresters, scoring  on 
a three-yard run and a ﬁ fty-two 
yard ﬁ eld goal attempt. 
The Foresters brought the 
lead down to six when quar-
terback Sobey completing a 
two-yard run with 2:09 on the 
board. Tim Gruzwalski’s twen-
ty-yard onside kick was recov-
ered by Lake Forest College at 
the ﬁ fty-yard line.   
    With a little over two min-
utes in the game, the Foresters 
received their opportunity to 
go for the win.  After complet-
ing a couple of ﬁ rst downs, a 
Sobey pass was intercepted.
Beloit College retained pos-
session and began its drive 
with 1:13 to go. 
“The interception at the end 
of the game was just a great 
play by their linebacker,” said 
Sobey, “I felt comfortable 
throwing that ball up to one 
of our best players and the de-
fender just made a great play. 
It was a tough break but that 
single play was not the rea-
son we lost the game. We just 
couldn’t overcome all the turn-
overs in the end.” 
After playing by the clock, 
Beloit’s punt with 0:06 left in 
the game, was picked up and 
fumbled by Forester senior de-
fensive back Matt Lawler and 
recovered by Beloit at their 
forty-one yard line, thus end-
ing the game.      
Gruzwalski, who connected 
on all of his ﬁ eld goal attempts, 
notes that Lake Forest needs to 
make key adjustments in order 
to win in their upcoming game, 
“We ran into some trouble dur-
ing the game. Next week we’re 
gonna look to minimize turn-
overs and mistakes in general 
to get back up and beat Law-
rence.”      
The Foresters, now 1-4 (1-
3), travel to Lawrence Univer-
sity and kick off at 1:00 PM on 
October 11th.
Women’s Cross Country in full stride
Women’s Soccer midﬁ elder Kate Mikuta was named 
Athlete of the Week, after her performance in a 2-0 victory 
over Midwest Conference rival Lawrence University on Sat-
urday, September 27th. 
 The freshman scored in the 82nd minute to put the 
Foresters ahead 2-0. She also marked the opposition’s top 
offensive threat and limited her to just three shots on goal 
attempts. 
 Kate currently leads the Foresters with four goals on 
the season.
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